
2020 Washington State Democratic 1 

Virtual Convention 2 

 June 13, 2020 3 

 4 

Proposed Agenda 5 

(Speakers may be heard throughout the day at the discretion of the Convention Chair)  6 

1. Call to order by State Democratic Chair Tina Podlodowski – Recognition of Covid-19 and first 7 
responders, essential workers, and those harmed. 8 

2. Presentation of the Colors by Color Guard 9 
3. Pledge of Allegiance  10 
4. Native American Welcome by a suitable individual or group.  11 
5. Report of the Credentials Committee – Madeline Brown and Javier Valdez 12 
6. Report of the State Chair on pre-Convention Actions 13 

1. Adoption of Special Rules for Virtual Convention by SCC Executive Committee 14 
2. Permanent Chair Election 15 
3. Convention Officials appointed by Permanent Chair 16 

7. Permanent Chair (if different from Temporary Chair) takes gavel 17 
8. Report of the Convention Standing Committee on Rules for the Virtual Convention – Sophia 18 

Danenberg and Bryan Kesterson 19 
9. Report of the Rules and Bylaws Committee of the WSDCC—Sophia Danenberg and Bryan 20 

Kesterson 21 
1. Consideration of any Charter and Bylaws Amendments 22 

10. Report of the Platform Committee – Albert Ondo and Claire Roney 23 
a. Consideration of Platform 24 

11. Adjournment  25 
26 



Draft Rules for Convention (supplementing the Virtual 27 

Convention Rules Framework adopted May 17, 2020) 28 

 29 

1. Call to Convention 30 

The 2020 Washington State Democratic Convention shall be called under 31 
the authority of the Charter of the Democratic Party of Washington State 32 
and the 2020 Delegate Selection and Affirmative Action Plan (DSAAP) 33 
as amended by the Executive Committee of the Washington State 34 
Democratic Party. It shall meet on Saturday, June 13, 2020 pursuant to 35 
the Virtual Convention Rules Framework (VCRF) adopted by the 36 
Executive Committee on May 17, 2020.  The State Chair shall issue the 37 
Call for the Convention that shall be provided at least ten (10) days prior to 38 
the scheduled meeting to all delegates and alternates elected at the 39 
Legislative District caucus and the automatic delegates identified in 40 
Section III.J.2 of the DSAAP. 41 

2. Appointment of Convention Officials 42 

The State Chair may appoint the Temporary Chair of the Convention, 43 
the Permanent Chairs of the Rules, Credentials and Platform 44 
Committees, and the Secretaries, Parliamentarian, Sergeants-at-Arms, 45 
Timekeeper, and as many members of the Tally Committee as 46 
necessary. 47 

3. Qualification of Delegates and Alternates 48 

Each delegation shall be entitled to the number of delegate seats and 49 
alternate seats allocated to it by the 2020 Delegate Selection and 50 
Affirmative Action Plan (DSAAP). The total number of elected delegate 51 
positions is 1400. The total number of elected alternate positions is 700.  52 
The total number of automatic delegates authorized in DSAAP Section 53 
III.J.2 is 461. 54 

Each elected delegate and alternate must be a legal resident and 55 
registered voter of the Legislative District they were elected to represent. 56 
“Registered voters” includes all registered voters and any 17-year-old 57 
who will be eligible to vote on November 3, 2020. In the event that a 58 
delegate or alternate moves from the Legislative District they were 59 
elected to represent, they shall automatically forfeit their seat. 60 

Automatic delegates, as described in the DSAAP, must be elected by 61 
their local party organization by June 10, 2020. 62 

4. Certification of Delegates and Alternates 63 



All automatic delegates and all delegates who have been declared 64 
elected by the State Director of Party Affairs and the audit committee of 65 
their legislative district are certified as delegates to and shall be issued 66 
voting credentials for the virtual convention.   67 

5. Seating of Alternates 68 

In the event that an elected delegate fails to request a credential per the 69 
schedule in Rule 7c of the VCRF and 8B in this document, an alternate 70 
shall be seated and given a voting credential. The elected delegate’s 71 
prior credential shall be revoked. Alternates shall be listed and replace 72 
delegates in the order in which they were elected and shall serve only 73 
for their respective legislative districts and according to their 74 
Presidential preference. Priority shall be given to: (a) an alternate of the 75 
same gender identification and from the same legislative district, if 76 
available and if not; then to (b) an alternate of a different gender 77 
identification, from the same legislative district. 78 

Seated alternates shall have all the rights and responsibilities of 79 
delegates. 80 

6. Removal of Delegates and Alternates 81 

Delegates and alternates will be removed in accordance with DSAAP 82 
Appendix B ( “Rules Governing  Challenges”), which are incorporated by 83 
reference in these Rules. 84 

A. Specifically, challenges must have been filed with the Chair of the 85 
State Democratic Party no later than 5:00 PM on May 21, 2020, 86 
challenges shall have been considered by the State Convention 87 
Credentials Committee, and the rulings and decisions of the State 88 
Convention Credentials Committee shall be final and not eligible 89 
for appeal. 90 

B. No person shall be permitted to vote on their own credentials challenge. 91 

7. Convention Committees 92 

A. The Credentials, Rules and Platform Committees shall meet 93 
prior to the opening of the Convention. No person may cast 94 
more than one vote. The Co-Chairs of each committee shall vote 95 
only to break a tie. If after the Co-Chairs vote the result remains 96 
a tie, the measure shall fail. 97 

B. The Convention Chair shall recognize the Co-Chairs of a 98 
committee to present the committee's report. The Co-Chairs may 99 
yield part of their time to others for the purpose of presentation 100 
and disposition of amendments and minority reports without 101 



losing their right to the floor. 102 

8. Final Report of Credentials Committee 103 

A. The final report of the Credentials Committee shall be acted 104 
upon before the consideration of any other business except the 105 
election of the Permanent Chair. This report shall include the 106 
total number of delegates eligible to participate in the virtual 107 
convention. It shall also include the total number of elected 108 
delegates and alternates registering for the convention and issued 109 
voting credentials.   110 

B. Delegates and alternates must register with the Credentials 111 
Committee between 6:00pm on June 11th and 6:00pm on June 112 
12th. Credentials will be distributed to all seated delegates 113 
beginning at 8:00pm on June 12th. Between 6:00pm and 8:00pm 114 
on June 12th for good cause shown the Credentials Committee 115 
may issue a credential for filings that missed the deadline by no 116 
more than 30 minutes.  Alternates will be informed prior to the 117 
Call to Order of the Convention if they have been seated. No 118 
additional alternates will be seated after the Convention comes 119 
to order. 120 

C. The Majority Report of the Credentials Committee shall include 121 
a summary of the demographics of the delegates elected by the 122 
Legislative Districts to the Convention and a comparison of the 123 
demographics to the goals set for the Convention by the 124 
Affirmative Action Plan in the DSAAP 125 

D. The Credentials Committee Report shall be deemed adopted as 126 
presented and may only be amended to the extent needed to 127 
effectuate the consideration and disposition of challenges, if any.  128 
Consideration of remaining Convention business may proceed 129 
after presentation of the final Credentials Committee Report. 130 

9. Report of Rules Committee 131 

A. The report of the Rules Committee shall include a proposed 132 
agenda and rules and shall be provided to each delegate and 133 
alternate by May 27, 2020.  Proposed amendments to the report 134 
must have been received by the Director of Party Affairs no later 135 
than 5:00 pm on May 31, 2020. 136 

B. The Rules Committee shall consider each proposed amendment 137 
to the Majority Report and, if not adopted, shall consider 138 
whether the proposed amendment shall  be forwarded  to  the  139 
convention as a Minority Report (either alone or in consolidation 140 
with other proposed amendments). 141 



C. If a minority report is proposed and supported by the necessary 142 
vote of the Committee, the Committee members supporting the 143 
minority report will be responsible for preparing and submitting 144 
the report. The report shall contain recommended language 145 
changes, a brief rationale for the changes, and names of one or 146 
more delegates proposed to speak for the report at the 147 
convention, as well as a minimum of two alternate speakers, in 148 
preference rank order. That report must be included with the 149 
final recommendations of the Convention Standing Committee 150 
on Rules to the convention delegates. If no report is received, the 151 
proposed amendments will not be considered at the convention 152 

D. After presentation of the Majority Report and any Minority 153 
Reports, the Convention Chair shall put the question on the 154 
adoption of the Majority and Minority Rules Reports. 155 

10. Election of Permanent Chair 156 

The Permanent Chair shall be elected prior to the Call to Order pursuant 157 
to VCRF Rule 8 and take the gavel at the conclusion of the Report of 158 
the State Chair on pre-Convention Actions and shall preside until 159 
adjournment. It shall be the responsibility of the Chair to conduct and 160 
expedite the business of the Convention. The Chair is authorized to 161 
appoint a person to temporarily perform the duties of the Chair in the 162 
absence of the Chair and to take such lawful action as may be necessary 163 
to preserve order throughout the convention virtual space. 164 

11. Tally Periods 165 

At the discretion of the chair, consideration of the platform and 166 
resolutions may take place during tally periods without suspension of 167 
the rules, but no votes may be taken during tally periods. 168 

12. Consideration of Charter and Bylaws Amendments 169 

A. Consideration of amendments to the Charter will be out of order 170 
unless the credentials report indicates that at least __885__ 171 
delegate voting credentials were issued to convention registrants, 172 
the minimum number of affirmative votes needed for the 173 
Convention to pass a Charter amendment. 174 

B. Proposed amendments to the Charter or Bylaws must have been 175 
submitted to the state party office by Thursday, May 14, 2020, in 176 
accordance with Charter IX.A.1 and Bylaws XII.B. 177 

C. Proposed Charter and Bylaws Amendments will be reviewed by 178 
the Rules and Bylaws Committee of the WSDCC pursuant to 179 
Charter Article IX, Section A.4.  The Co-Chairs of the Rules and 180 



Bylaws Committee of the WSDCC will present their 181 
Committee’s Report on Proposed Charter and Bylaws 182 
Amendments, including any recommendation on passage or 183 
further amendment, to the Convention for consideration.  184 
Thereafter the recommendations and proposed amendments shall 185 
be put to the Convention for adoption or rejection. 186 

13. Dissemination of Draft Platform 187 

The draft report of the Platform Committee shall be provided to each 188 
delegate and alternate no later than May 27, 2020. It shall be available 189 
on the State Democratic Party website (http://www.wa-democrats.org). 190 

14. Submission of Proposed Amendments to the Platform and Resolutions 191 

A. A proposed amendment to the platform must be submitted by a 192 
delegate to the Convention and received by the Director of Party 193 
Affairs by 5:00 PM on May 31, 2020. 194 

B. A proposed resolution must be submitted by a delegate to the 195 
Convention and received by the Director of Party Affairs by 196 
5:00 PM on May 31, 2020. 197 

C. A hard copy, scanned copy, or PDF of the platform amendment 198 
or resolution must be received in the State Party office by the 199 
indicated deadline, along with an electronic version that is 200 
editable in Microsoft Word. The State Party shall publicize 201 
appropriate methods by which this submission can be done. 202 

D. The Platform Committee Co-Chairs will determine whether an 203 
amendment or resolution meets the test of a platform 204 
amendment, resolution or neither. If such a determination is 205 
challenged, the Platform Committee Co-Chairs shall explain the 206 
determination to the Committee which may accept or reject the 207 
determination by majority vote. The challenge shall otherwise be 208 
non-debatable and non-appealable. 209 

E. The Platform Committee may establish additional methods by 210 
which platform amendments or resolutions may be submitted to 211 
the Committee. 212 

F. If there is a minority report proposed and supported by the 213 
necessary vote, the committee members supporting the minority 214 
position will be responsible for preparing and submitting the 215 
report. The report will contain recommended language changes, 216 
a brief rationale for the changes, and names of one or more 217 
delegates recommended to speak for the report at the convention 218 
as well as two alternate speakers, in rank-preference order. If no 219 



report is received, the proposed amendments will not be 220 
considered at the convention 221 

G. The Report of the Platform Committee, together with any 222 
Minority Reports referred to the Convention and timely 223 
submitted, shall be provided to delegates and alternates on 224 
Monday, June 8. 225 

15. Presentation and Adoption of Platform at Convention 226 

A. The Convention shall adopt a platform that spells out the basic 227 
values and core beliefs of Washington Democrats. 228 

B. The proposed platform and minority planks shall be presented by 229 
the Platform Committee Co-Chairs or speakers selected by the 230 
Platform Committee, provided that proponents of a minority 231 
plank shall be responsible for any presentation in support of that 232 
minority plank. The order of discussion of the sections of the 233 
platform shall be determined by the Platform and Rules 234 
Committees prior to the Convention.  The Rules Committee, 235 
after consultation with the Platform Committee Co-Chairs, will 236 
determine the time and number of speakers allotted to each 237 
minority plank. 238 

C. Voting on the Platform and any minority planks shall be 239 
conducted in the order and manner determined by the Rules 240 
Committee.  Amendments to the Platform will not be in order 241 
except as may be embodied in a minority plank. 242 

16. Adoption of Resolutions by Convention 243 

A. Resolutions shall be consistent with the platform. They shall 244 
address specific or transitory issues, include actionable language 245 
and be submitted in the required format as publicized on the 246 
State Democratic Party’s website (http://www.wa- 247 
democrats.org). 248 

B. The Platform Committee shall consider all resolutions submitted 249 
and may make a recommendation on each of DO PASS, DO 250 
NOT PASS, or CONSOLIDATE. Amendments and resolutions 251 
which are consolidated by the Platform Committee shall be 252 
presented as consolidated. No amendments to the resolutions 253 
will be accepted from the floor. 254 

C. All Resolutions submitted will be forwarded to the WSDCC for 255 
consideration at their next meeting with the Convention Platform 256 
Committee recommendation. 257 



17. Rules for Debate 258 

Debate on any question before the Convention shall be limited in time 259 
and number of speakers as recommended by the Rules Committee.  260 
Time and speaking slots shall be allocated before the Convention: 261 

A. Due to technology constraints, all debate shall be organized in 262 
advance by the Platform and Rules Committee in accordance 263 
with the rules above. 264 

B. Each speaker shall be limited to two (2) minutes unless a 265 
different limit is specifically recommended by the Rules 266 
Committee. 267 

C. No more than two (2) speakers on each side of the question shall 268 
be recognized by the Chair, unless a different limit is specifically 269 
recommended by the Rules Committee. 270 

D. Due to technology constraints, motions shall not be entertained. 271 

18. Voting 272 

All votes at the Convention will be conducted by electronic ballot in 273 
accordance with procedures and formats determined by the Director of 274 
Party Affairs and communicated to the Rules Committee prior to the 275 
Convention to the extent practicable.  No person may cast more than 276 
one vote. 277 

19. Quorum 278 

The existence of a quorum shall be determined based on the number of 279 
delegates registered to attend with the Credentials Committee as of the 280 
close of registration. Once a quorum has been established and voting 281 
credentials issued to the registered delegates and seated alternates the 282 
presence of a quorum may not be challenged.. 283 

20. Speakers at the Convention 284 

Except during consideration of the Platform the Chair of the Convention, at 285 
the Chair’s sole discretion, may recognize other persons to address the 286 
Convention. 287 

21. Priority of Rules 288 

In the event of inconsistency between these rules and the VCRF, Virtual 289 
Convention Rules Framework (adopted by the Executive Committee), the 290 
VCRF shall prevail. 291 

22. No Endorsements 292 



Except as otherwise provided in these rules, the Convention shall not endorse 293 
candidates.  294 

23. Nominations of Statewide and Federal Officials 295 

Nominations for statewide and federal elected positions shall be deferred to 296 
the next meeting of the Washington State Democratic Central Committee. 297 

24. Suspension of the Rules 298 

These rules may not be suspended  299 

25. Motion to adjourn  300 

A motion to adjourn will not be required. Once the platform has been 301 
completed and adopted the meeting will be adjourned without motion.  302 

26. Robert's Rules 303 

In other matters not specifically covered herein, the 2020 Delegate Selection 304 
and Affirmative Action Plan, the Charter of the Democratic Party of the State 305 
of Washington, and Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised 11th edition, shall 306 
prevail. 307 

 308 


