
 
Candidate Endorsement/Approval Questionnaire 

(revised 2-17-20) 
  
Please complete this questionnaire carefully and thoroughly.  You may attach your 
typed responses to the questions as necessary.  It is important that you return the 
completed questionnaire to the 23rd Legislative District Democrats Chairperson as soon 
as possible so that an interview can be scheduled at an Executive Board meeting.  We 
prefer that you submit the questionnaire via email to chair@kitsap23rd.com.   
 
PART A:  (Part A of your completed questionnaire will be made available to members 
prior to the vote to endorse or approve and to other interested individuals via our regular 
communications and our website only for candidates/issues endorsed or approved by 
the membership.) 
 
1.Full name and home address. 
 
       Marko Liias 
       2306 119th St SW, Everett WA 98204 

 
2.Office/Position sought. 

      
Lieutenant Governor 
 

3.Are you seeking endorsement or approval? 
 
• Are you seeking any other endorsements?  Yes       No       
   If Yes, please list the endorsements you are seeking: 

 
So far, my campaign has been endorsed by incumbent Lt. Governor Cyrus Habib, 
12 current state senators (including Kitsap County Senator, Emily Randall) 11 
current and former state representatives, a coalition of community leaders including 
King County Sheriff Mitzi Johanknecht, Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers, 
mayors, city councilmembers, and other county officials, totaling up to over 50 early 
endorsers. In addition, I am proud to have hundreds of small donors supporting our 
growing campaign as well.  

 
• Have you been endorsed by any other organization?  Yes       No       
   If Yes, please list the names of the organizations that have endorsed you: 

 



We are growing organizational support, and have received the endorsement of the 
Washington Federation of State Employees, representing tens of thousands of 
incredible public servants. I have also been endorsed by the National LGBTQ 
Victory Fund and would be the first LGBTQ person to hold statewide executive office 
in Washington.  

 
4.Official name and address of campaign. 

   
Marko for Washington 
401 2nd Ave S, Ste 303, Seattle, WA 98104 
 

5.Campaign contact information (email, phone numbers, etc.)  
 
Website: http://markoforwa.com/ 
Email:  marko@markoforwa.com 
Phone: (425) 210-2410 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/markoliiaspage/ 
Twitter: @MarkoLiias 
Instagram: @Marko Liias 
 

6.Election date(s) - Primary and/or General Election(s). 
      
Primary: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 
General: Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
 

7.Is your race partisan or non-partisan? 
      
Lieutenant Governor is a partisan position and currently occupied by Democrat 
Cyrus Habib who has announced he is not running for re-election.  
 

8.Political party affiliation, history of participation and membership. 
      
I am a lifelong Democrat, even serving as the President of my College Democrats. I 
have also been a Senior Advisor to Senator Cantwell’s 2012 reelection campaign 
and I started in election politics as campaign manager for my own State 
Representative Brian Sullivan in 2004. In addition, I have volunteered on dozens of 
other campaigns at all levels of government. 
 

9.Current and previous offices held. 
      
I have run successfully for Mukilteo City Council (2005), State House (2008, 2010, 
2012), State Senate (2014, 2018), and Snohomish County Charter Review 
Commission (2015). I am the current Senator for the 21st Legislative District.  

 



10.Current employer other than elected office, if any.  
      
I am a community college professor at Everett Community College and a proud 
member of AFT Everett Higher Education Local 1873. 
 

11.Past work experience.  
      
When I came back to my hometown after graduating from college, I started a small 
construction business with my family. After our business became one of the many in 
our state that fell due to the 2008 financial crisis, I went to work for my city in 
Mukilteo when I was home from the legislative session. I have now been a professor 
at Everett Community College since 2018.  
 

12.Military experience. 
      
I have not served in our military but I am grateful for those who have.  
 

13.Educational background 
      
I’m a lifelong Washingtonian from a middle-class immigrant family, graduating from 
the Mukilteo public schools. I was the first in my family to go to college at 
Georgetown University before going on to earn my MPA from University of 
Washington.  
 

14.Affiliations with clubs or other organizations. 
      
I have been a member of my community college teacher’s union since joining the 
school.  
 

15.What major issues will be addressed in the office you are seeking?  Briefly 
explain your positions on these issues. 

      
The Lt. Governor presides over the State Senate, but also serves as number two in 
the Executive Branch, all while running a small state agency. As Lt. Governor, I will 
build on the strong foundation that Lt. Governor Habib has set down expanding 
opportunities through higher education, international partnerships and progressive 
leadership in the Senate. This unique combination of responsibilities makes it an 
ideal role to continue my work building a green economy that works for everyone, 
expanding equitable access to education and opportunity, and ensuring that our 
state is a model for social justice and inclusion. I completely agree with Governor 
Inslee that climate inaction is the same as climate denial, we cannot shirk our 
responsibilities in this critical moment. I will use my leadership role in the Senate to 
insist on bold climate action that recognizes the magnitude of the crisis we face.  

 



In the Senate, I have focused on growing green jobs in every corner of our state, 
which I believe is critical to ensuring a just transition to our carbon-free future. I 
sponsored legislation to transition our state off coal-fired power and to authorize the 
largest expansion of mass transit in history through ST3; this massive undertaking 
will create tens of thousands of family-wage construction jobs for decades to come. I 
have helped pass new building codes to encourage the use of carbon-sequestering 
mass timber, and also championed investments in pollinator health and soil 
research, so that our agricultural economy in this state is both competitive and 
sustainable. As Lt. Governor, I will never stop fighting for green jobs and opportunity 
in every ZIP code in Washington. As chair of the Senate Rules Committee and as 
President of the Senate, I will use my full authority to ensure that my colleagues take 
action to address this existential threat to our state and our shared human 
community.	 
 

16.What experience do you have that is directly related to the office you are 
seeking?  

      
I currently serve as the Majority Floor Leader, where I have had the responsibility of 
drafting the Senate’s parliamentary rules, scheduling bills for floor action and serving 
as our caucus liaison to the Lt. Governor—all experiences that make me uniquely 
qualified for this role. In addition, I have served on the House Environment 
Committee and the Senate Environment, Energy and Technology Committee, the 
Senate Higher Education and Workforce Development Committee, as well as both 
the House and Senate Transportation Committees and Senate Ways and Means 
Committee. This affords me extensive policy expertise on environmental and higher 
education policy and budget subjects, as well as the full range of policy issues that 
the Legislature addresses. This expertise is particularly important for the position of 
Lt. Governor as the office has become increasingly associated with economic 
development, working with stakeholders to determine a green new economy, and in 
promoting higher education for everyone in Washington who wants to go to school.  
 

17.Do you have any management training or experience? If so, please elaborate.  
     
I was a small business owner after returning home from college and have been 
running a small political office since I was first elected. During my time in the 
legislature, I have also worked diligently to mentor new LGBTQ leaders through 
session staff and interns that we have worked with.  
 

18.Why are you seeking this office?  What do you hope to achieve and what 
qualifications do you have toward that goal?  

      
My story, growing up in a middle-class family in a safe neighborhood with great 
schools and caring teachers, where everything seemed possible if you worked hard, 
is what I hope for every Washingtonian. As the first Millennial elected to state office, 



I have been driven by a relentless desire to make sure that the voices of future 
generations are heard in the decisions we make today – that is why I helped lead the 
movement to ban coal power in our state and transition to a clean energy future. My 
passion for public service was sparked by the people who helped me reach my 
potential and the community I loved so much that I wanted to give back. Every day I 
walk into the Capitol building, that foundation is what inspires me to keep going. And 
that is why I am running for Lt. Governor. 

 
19.Is there anything else you would like to add? 

      
In the face of gridlock in Washington DC, our state has made progress these last 
few years. We have funded our schools expanded access to college, taken bold 
action to transition to a clean energy economy, and worked to make sure that 
everyone — white, Black and brown — has access to opportunity. We have shown 
that a growing economy, clean air and water, and rising wages and benefits can go 
hand-in-hand. I know that we can accomplish so much more in the years to come for 
Washington. I know that we can harness the spirit of innovation that has led our 
state to build the best airplanes, write the best software, and grow crops that feed 
the world to meet the challenges we face today.  
 
My highest priority will be to lead our efforts to create green jobs in every community 
in our state. As we turn to the urgent work of recovering from this global health 
emergency, we cannot lose sight of the existential emergency that still exists. And 
we cannot ignore that persistent reality that too many communities across our state 
have been left out of the prosperity of these last few years. I will ensure that high-
speed rail is one strategy we pursue to create opportunity and reduce greenhouse 
gas pollution. And I will continue to lead youth development and higher education 
partnerships that ensure our future leaders are part of the policy process now, not 
ignored until the decisions we have made have consigned them to a stark future. 
And embedded in all the work we do will be a commitment to social justice, equity 
and environmental justice.  
 
I am a proud, lifelong Washingtonian. I would not be who I am or what I am, without 
this place. As I take this next step, I am more committed than ever to expanding 
opportunity and building on the progress we have made together. We have risen 
above our challenges in the past with our courage and our innovative spirit. And I 
know that the best is yet to come. I hope you will join me in this moment as we lead 
the way to a brighter, more inclusive future for this state we all love. 
 



PART B:  (Part B of your completed questionnaire will be confidential and under normal 
circumstances will not be viewed by anyone outside of the Executive Board.) 
 
20.Please outline your campaign financial plan and your current progress on 
fulfilling this plan.       
 

We are ambitiously fundraising, relying on a people-powered campaign to reach 
$400,000 by the August primary and an additional $500,000 to finish the general 
election strong.  

 
21.Describe your campaign strategy for winning your election.   

      
Due to “stay at home” orders, we have shifted to a completely digital campaign, 
relying on an active social media presence that includes live discussions with 
people in communities across our state. We are building a progressive 
grassroots coalition of community leaders and individual donors to make this a 
truly people powered campaign.  

 
22.Do you or a campaign officer have experience completing required reports to 
the Washington Public Disclosure Commission? 
 
  I have on my team a fantastic campaign treasurer, Josie Olsen, who makes sure 

we stay in compliance and publishes all of our public disclosure documents. 
 
 
 
 

Signature:       
 
Date: ___April 23, 2020____ 
 
 

Name and Title (Printed). ___Marko Liias, 21st Legislative District Senator_________ 


